
Dear Parents/Carers  

Welcome back after what we hope was a fun filled break. Students (and staff) are looking refreshed 

and ready for the half term ahead, with only 47 days until Christmas!  

 
It has been a pleasure to see how quickly our year 7 students have grown and settled into the swing of 

secondary school life during their first term here at Barnwell. Watching the Year 10’s transition so 

smoothly to Upper Campus life has been a real highlight. They have matured so quickly and keep us 

regularly updated with their GCSE journeys.  

 
A quick reminder that Year 7 Parents’ Evening will be held on Tuesday 3rd December, further           

information regarding this will be sent out next week. Parents’ Evenings are a fantastic opportunity to 

receive feedback on your child’s progress, so please keep this date free and book appointments to 

meet with staff.  

 
Our Year 11 students have been working hard during their mock exams this week. We are incredibly proud of our      

students and their commitment to ensuring they are prepared for this process, along with their conduct in the exams. 

This is a worthwhile process which allows staff and students to identify gaps in their learning, so they can focus on these 

areas before their formal exams later in the year. Good Luck to all year 11’s for the remainder of their mocks!  

 
I am sure there are a number of parents who regularly wonder where your child’s uniform, PE Kit or equipment has     

disappeared to. We have several lost property items in school so please encourage your child to check lost property. 

Could we ask that parents ensure names are in all items, we can then try to return pieces to their owners. 

Miss Hull & Mr Launay - KS3 & KS4 Behaviour 

Dates for the Diary 

This week we celebrate the following students, who have the most PRIDE points for 

demonstrating our school values  

‘Passionate, Resilient, Innovative, Determined, Empathetic’. 

Mia C - JEL  Amy G - HP  Emma G - PPE  Malackey A-H - PPE  Stefano M - DLE  Tyler B - HP                    

Oliver W - PPE  Georgie M - HP  Scarlett R - ER  Ronnie O’B - SGO  Daniel B - JEL  Alessio T - DL         

Paige B - JEL  Muharrem M - DSM  Taylor B - HP  Olivia P - HP  Freya B - DD  Kathleen S - HP  Deni B - JME  

Owen W - PPE  Sophie B - RC  Chloe M - PPE  Shahzaib B - SGO  Alfie M - RFR  Jude A - DFA  Ben P - SC 

Congratulations to our highest credit achievers this week:  

Georgia P - LCA  Lily S - EB  Maddison S - DD  Sienna-Anais G - JME  Jade H - GW  

Ryan S - NHA  Gabriel L - RFR  Layla M - JM  Demi W - ANC  Charlotte G - RFR       

Benjamin D - NHA  Kareem H - LCA  Hanifa A - DD  Corey D - SAH  George B - SAH  

Deni B - JME  Reggie H - SGO  Sasha W - DD  Billie-Ray S - PPE  Rehan S - JME   

Celebrating Student Achievement 

W/C Monday 11th November - Remaining Year 11 

Mock Exams 

Monday 11th November - Year 10 English   

Literature Mock Exam  

 

Wednesday 6th November - Rock         

Challenge Rehearsals  



 
 Word of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creative & Media 

HOLD THE FRONT PAGE! 
 

 
On Wednesday 6ith November, the University of Hertfordshire 
Media Group in the School of Humanities invited students with 
an interest in Journalism, Media, Film, Linguistics or Creative 
Writing to visit the de Havilland campus, Hatfield. Post-16     
Media students from Barnwell joined undergraduates for a    
lecture and Q&A with a high profile speaker from the media   
industry; we were also given a brief campus tour.   
  
The session’s speaker was Theresa Malone, Visuals Editor on 
The Guardian, one of Britain's leading news sites and           
newspapers, whose journalists have broken stories ranging 
from the Windrush scandal to climate emergency. She joined as 
a sub-editor on the Comment is Free section in 2006 and has 
twelve years of experience at the cutting edge of digital        
journalism. She was at the forefront of such innovations as 
Blogging the Qu'ran and edited the US opinion site during 
Obama's election campaign and initial months in office. She has 
also worked on coverage of major cultural events such as  
Glastonbury. Since 2014, Theresa has been a key member of a 
team that includes developers and designers all working to    
improve the Guardian's already innovative site and to ensure it 
remains at the forefront of digital journalism. 
 
There is no doubt that this event not only opened our eyes to the changing face of journalism in 2019, but also 
to many different aspects of University marketing in the twenty-first century. Firstly, we were transported by 
minibus to and from the event. Secondly, we were met by our personal University Tour Representative.   
Thirdly and finally, we were presented with goodie bags bursting with branded stationery. There was even a 
free mug for Ms Pellen, although this was on condition that she posed with the University Mascot (a cuddly 
Hertfordshire stag). Certainly, the facilities at the University were impressive; we were told that millions had 
been spent on the latest accommodation.   
 
During the lecture, we sat with undergraduate students and media technicians, noting that the presentation 
sustained The Guardian’s familiar house style throughout. Specific digital developments in the face of the   
decline of the traditional newsroom were explained in consid-
erable detail, which was extremely thought-provoking on 
many levels.  Despite some technical issues with sound, the 
Fake or For Real? innovation looked extremely entertaining 
and we will definitely be looking into that in our next lesson, if 
not before! 
 
Ms Pellen was particularly interested and pleased to hear a 
practising professional journalist recommending “a killer cover 
letter” when applying for jobs in this industry.  We have asked 
if we could see some more specific examples of this for future 
reference.  Watch this space! 
 
 
REPORT by Creative & Media Club 

 



 

Year 7 - Expressive Arts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expressive Arts 

 

Due to the Year 7 Pantomime, please note there has been an update to 

the Expressive Arts Extra Curricular Activity Timetable, as below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Exams 

 

Year 11 Pre-Public Exams - Week Commencing 11th November  

The timetable and locations of all exams will be displayed in the link corridor  

between D Block and the Dining Room every morning and afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help prepare students for their pre-public exams by 

ensuring that they are aware of the following rules, which 

will apply in their External Exams in May & June next year: 

 

• Any pencil cases brought into exams MUST be see through 

 

• All written work MUST be in BLACK biro only 

 

• Mobile phones MUST be switched off and handed in at the start of 

the exam and exchanged for a raffle ticket and can be collected af-

ter the exam has ended  

 

• No watches of any kind are allowed in the exams and must also be 

handed in and exchanged for a raffle ticket 

 



 

Year 11 Pre-Public Exams Timetable- Week Commencing 11th November  

 

 

 

Year 10 

Also on Monday 11th November: 

 

Period 5 - Year 10 English Literature Mock Exam 

Location: Hall and Gym. 

Details will be displayed in the link corridor  

between D Block and the Dining Room on the morning of the exam. 

 



 

Learning Resource Centre 

 

 

 

NEW BOOK CLUB FOR MIDDLE AND UPPER!!  

  

We are pleased to announce that our Autumn Scholastic Book Club is now online at  

https://schools.scholastic.co.uk.  

Once through please select Barnwell Middle School. There are hundreds of fantastic  

children’s books to choose from, and every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club will earn 

25p for our school in Scholastic Rewards.  

  

Please place and pay for your order online with Scholastic by 22nd November 2019.  

Orders will be delivered to Barnwell and distributed to students 5-7 working days after the 

deadline.  

 

Happy reading!  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued overleaf 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extra Curricular Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extra Curricular Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extra Curricular Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
               

Dear Parents/Carers,   

 

 

Welcome back! We hope you had a great half term! 

 

This week we have had over 100 students engage with Breakfast Club which is fantastic!! 

 

Students on Middle Campus have been attending Form Breakfast this week which  

is proving to be popular.  

 

Next week we will be trailing an innovation programme where classroom bagels are being  

distributed through out the day. We hope to see positive outcomes from this. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Magic Breakfast Club Staff 

 

 

Breakfast Available 

 

Bagels  

Porridge 

Cheerios,  

Shreddies 

Cornflakes 

Rice Crispies 

Location: LRC 

Time: 8am - 8.25am 



 

 



 
Fundraising at Barnwell School  

 
Our school community actively supports the school by raising money to 
benefit the school environment and enhancing every student’s             
education. 
 
We hope to raise £25,000 through our current fundraising campaign to generate funds to     
replace our school minibus. To help with this campaign, we intend to run a rolling calendar of 
fundraising events to be enjoyed by parents, staff and students.  
 
As a school, we understand that with increasingly busy lifestyles it is not always easy to    
commit to events and activities, so we have also set up a donation scheme on Schoolcomms 
for our current fundraising campaign.  
 

You can donate by going to the School Bus Donation page by using the  
Schoolgateway Link Click Here 

 
Details for setting up a schoolgateway account can be found on the Barnwell website     
https://www.barnwellschool.co.uk/parents-info/communications/ 
 
If you are interested in getting more involved with the Schools activities, we are always on the 
look-out for new and enthusiastic people to join our Parent Partnership.  

If you are interested in becoming involved or would like to suggest new fundraising ideas 

please contact us by e-mail:  communication@barnwell.herts.sch.uk 

Thank you, in advance, for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Look out for the answer in Edition 49! 

The answer to last weeks riddle was “the letter M”! 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/
https://www.barnwellschool.co.uk/parents-info/communications/
mailto:communication@barnwell.herts.sch.uk


Author of the Month 

Michael Morpurgo 

 

Michael Morpurgo is a British writer and author of over 
one hundred books, mostly for children, many of which 
have given many prizes and awards. . 

Michael is a famous and award-winning English author 
and poet who is known best for children’s novels       
including Private Peaceful, War Horse, and The   
Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips. 

Interesting Facts about Michael Morpurgo 

• Michael Morpurgo was born in St Albans, Hertford-
shire on October 5th, 1943. 

• He set up “Farms for City Children” charity with his wife Clare in 1976 after leaving his job 
as a teacher that he held for ten years. 

• Michael Morpurgo has written over 120 books. His 100th book, Private Peaceful, was first 
published in 2003 and was adapted into a play in 2004 which was later revived in 2014. 

• He became a primary school teacher in Kent after graduating from the university of     
London. 

• Many of Michael Morpurgo’s books have been adapted. Film versions have been made 
of Friend or Foe, Private Peaceful, and Why the Whales Came – which was also adapted 
to a stage play. My Friend Walter, Purple Penguins and Out of the Ashes were also 
adapted for TV. War Horse, one of Michael’s bestselling novels, has been adapted as a 
radio broadcast and stage play. 

• War Horse was also adapted into a 2011 British film directed by the world-famous          
director, Steven Spielberg. 

• Michael Morpurgo has revealed that he writes all of his books in exercise books. He also 
doesn’t work from a desk, instead choosing to write sitting on his bed, propped up with  
pillows. 

• His favourite animal is the elephant and he enjoys reading works by his favourite authors, 
including Rudyard Kipling, Robert Louis Stevenson and Ted Hughes. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://kidskonnect.com/people/robert-louis-stevenson/


 

Let’s Celebrate Success! 

 

We would like to celebrate your child’s outside achievements in school.  

 

If you would like your child’s outside   

achievements celebrated and recognised by the 

school, please email details, with photo’s if  

possible, to v.pettifer@barnwell.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Do you have an old working bike?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently seeking fully working bikes that are  

suitable for young people over the height of 4ft 10.  

If you have a functioning bike that you would like to donate, 
we would love to hear from you.  

Contact Miss Sayer – s.sayer@barnwell.herts.sch.uk 



 

Take the Time to Thank a Member of Staff 
 

 

As a new initiative, we would like to offer parents the opportunity to recognise the hard work 
individual members of staff put in on a daily basis to ensure your children thrive academically 
and pastorally.  
 
The Barnwell Staff Thank You scheme will run throughout the year and will be available to   
access via newsletters and our new school website. 
 
Staff that are nominated will be personally recognised in school. 
 
Please click the picture below to be directed to a simple on-line form to register your         
nomination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemHzezZVUPBVi8uVwZYjKXm24zgHn-Y2MackMlm3n2HbRuNw/viewform


 

Uniform Donations Required 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any outgrown good quality 
School Uniform and PE kit that you could 

donate to other Barnwell families?  

 

If so, please send them into school for the 

attention of Shelagh MacKey. 

Any help would be so much appreciated. 
 

 

 

 

 



Free School Meals 

Your child could get a free school meal if you receive any of 

the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (as long as you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you don't get more than 
£16,190 a year) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

• Universal Credit (with annual earned income of no more than £7,400 after tax and not including any   
benefits you get). 

 
Apply today if you receive any of these benefits. It takes 5 mins and in most cases we can tell you 
straightaway if your child can get free meals at school. 

 
Click here for information about how to apply 

 

 

 

 

 

Barnwell have invested in the award winning resource, GSCEPod, to help your 

child reach their goals!  

Join the thousands of parents encouraging their children to use GCSEPod to   

support learning, homework and revision. 

 

Click Here to Find Out More 

 

http://fluencycontent2-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/Barnwell/MainFolder/Newsletters/Friday-5-October-2018/FSM-Factsheet.pdf
http://fluencycontent2-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/Barnwell/MainFolder/Newsletters/Friday-9-Nov-18/Parent_Flyer1.pdf

