
Dear Parents/Carers  

The weeks are flying by and we are nearly at the Easter break. Yet again we have had a jam-packed 
week at Barnwell with plenty of chances for students and staff to experience opportunities beyond the 
classroom. 

 

Last Thursday we had a well-attended Year 10 parents evening followed by the Year 11 “Up the Ante” 
evening which has certainly focussed the minds of the students. This week has seen the start of the 
Year 11 and 13 practical examinations, which have been very positive – well done to all involved. 

 

On Saturday four members of staff took on an immense challenge by competing in the Lulworth Cove Trail Challenge, a 
gruelling 29-mile off-road run. Thankfully all four returned to school on Monday (albeit limping) and said they had an 
amazing experience but would never do it again. A stunning example of Passion, Resilience, Determination and        
Empathy for each other. Pictures of this can be seen further on in the newsletter. 

 

Next Tuesday we look forward to the exciting Rock Challenge performance and the community wishes all involved the 
very best of luck. 

 

Have a lovely sunny weekend! 

Mr Roberts—Head of School 

Dates for the Diary 

This week we celebrate the following students, who have the most PRIDE points for 

demonstrating our school values  

‘Passionate, Resilient, Innovative, Determined, Empathetic’. 

Katie P - ND  Adam M - JEL  Kyle S - EPO  Jacek D - NHA  David O - KP  Denni  F - JH                               

Tyler P - EPO  Leo W - ANC  Harry L - PN  Mark H - ANC  Katie P - ER  Nosa I - BI   

Congratulations to our highest credit achievers this week:  

Lexi M - HF  Katie P - ER  Sophie T - HR  Eloise B - JH  Alessio T - SOC               

Sarah N - EB  Leo W - ANC  Joseph E - GW  Viktoria J - DSM  Logan A - KP  

George F - SC  Angelee K - EPR  Keane S - RPA  Kamila S - HF  Esther S - GW  

Daniel P - JM  Jack W - RPA  Harvey R - HF  Robert B - BI  Tia C - EPO              

Marko B - FWH  Ashleigh H - GW   

Celebrating Student Achievement 

Monday 1st April 

Inter College Sports Day & Rock 

Challenge Rehearsals 

Friday 5th April 

End of Term 

Monday 29th April - Friday 3rd 

May 

Year 9 Exams 

Tuesday 30th April 

Junior Maths Challenge - Years 7 & 8 (classes 

7x,7y,8x & 8y) 



 

Vindicated 

(verb - past tense) 
 Persuading someone                        

Clear (someone) of blame or suspicion 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using GCSE POD 

Study Skill  

of the Week 



 

STEM Club  

Dream Catcher Assembly at Roebuck School 

 

This morning, 5 students (Branwen R, Ayla S, Daniel P, Callum M and Blu A) from 
Year 8 visited Roebuck school and gave an assembly as part of Roebuck's 'Dream 
Catcher' programme.  
 
The children at the school were a fantastic  
audience and were suitably impressed by the 
experiments the STEM students had taken 
along. Their favourite was where Daniel made 
it look as if he was turning water pink and 
back to colourless again.  
He was actually using phenolphthalein         
indicator and some alkali to produce the pink 
colour, then neutralising with some acid to 
turn the indicator back to being colourless.  
 

 
 
The assembly ended with a BANG when the students 
lit two hydrogen balloons, and the Roebuck children 
burst into applause. 
 

 
Well done to Branwen, Ayla, Daniel, Callum and 
Blu for being prepared to stand up in front of 
about 100 children and entertain them so well.  
 

 
 
The Roebuck children are now asking their teachers for a STEM Club of their own! 
 
Mrs Butterfield 

#PRIDE 



 

Mathematics 

 
Practical lessons are not possible for many maths 
topics, but with percentages, fractions and        
decimals we found a way! 

 

Year 10 students produced some fantastic            
interactive booklets; explaining the methods and 
showing examples of converting between the 3. 

 

They then used their booklets to produce some   
excellent work. 

 

Mrs Gibson 

 



 

Save Water: Act Now Project 
 
 
 

On Monday, six classes from 3  local 
primary schools came to our leisure 
centre to present campaigns they had 
held about saving water.  
 
 
 
 
 
Teams of Sixth Form students have been working with these classes since       
January, with the support of Jon Gibson from Affinity Water, who wrote and trialled 
the scheme of  learning, before training the Sixth Form to deliver it.   
 
The Barnwell Students worked extremely hard, learning the content, gathering the 
basics on how to teach a class and developing professional relationships with the 
primary school staff and the children they were  teaching. 
 
 
The photograph shows representatives from 
Peartree Spring school Eco-schools team 
winning their prize for the most cohesive  
campaign, but prizes were also awarded for 
the Best poster (Longmeadow School Year 6), 
best use of ICT (Roebuck School Year 4) and 
best Leaflet (Longmeadow School Year 5). 
 
 
 
 
At the celebration event, the visiting children had the opportunity to work with      
Affinity Water staff on two different water-based experiments, and to make water 
saving badges with the sixth form students. 
 
Congratulations to all involved! 



 

Year 12 A Level Media Studies 
 

Year 12 A Level Media students are currently editing 

their entry for the Rock Challenge Short Film         

Competition.   

They have interviewed a range of staff and students 

in various locations as well as recording a voiceover 

and remixing material from previous rehearsals.  

Next week they will be recording footage from the 

day itself and all participants are invited to send in a 

favourite selfie from the day to be edited into the     

finale frame.   

Year 10 GCSE Media students have been set an 

Easter Stretch and Challenge task to re-brand and 

remix the Barnwell School Logo to commemorate the 

school’s 60th Birthday. 

Rehearsal Schedules 

For 

 

 

Please click on the links below: 

 

Actors & Singers Rehearsal Schedule 

And  

Chicago Dancers Rehearsal Schedule 

 

 

 

http://www.barnwellschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Chicago-Actors-and-Singers-rehearsal-schedule.pdf
http://www.barnwellschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Chicago-Dancers-Rehearsal-Schedule-v2.1-27.02.19.pdf


PE News 
 

 

On Thursday our Y10 sports studies students took over Air Space!   
#hardworkbringsrewards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Also on Thursday we attended the Stevenage  

Healthy Lifestyle Festival!  

Students had a whirley good time 

 

 

 

 

 
On Wednesday some of our 

students attended Top Jump in 
Milton Keynes! Looks like a fun 

but tiring day! 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/hardworkbringsrewards?src=hash


 

 

Extra Curricular Sports 
 

PE and school sport is about so much more that just physical health. So please 
encourage your children to sign up to this term’s extra curricular sports. 

 

Timetables are available below: 

 

Click here for Middle School Extra Curricular Sports Timetable 

 

 

Click here for Upper School Extra Curricular Sports Timetable 

http://fluencycontent2-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/Barnwell/MainFolder/Newsletters/2019/Fri-11-Jan-19/Extra-Curricular-sport-timetable-Spring-2018-19-middle-campus.pdf
http://fluencycontent2-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/Barnwell/MainFolder/Newsletters/2019/Fri-11-Jan-19/Extra-Curricular-sport-timetable-Spring-2018-19-UPPER-campus-1.pdf


 

Uniform Donations Required 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any outgrown good quality 
School Uniform and PE kit that you could 

donate to other Barnwell families?  

 

If so, please send them into school for the 

attention of Shelagh MacKey. 

Any help would be so much appreciated. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Sponsored Readathon 

 

 The sponsored Readathon will be continuing until the 

end of term. 

Please encourage your children to sign up! 



 

Lulworth Cove Trial Challenge 

Mr Murray, Mr Naicker, Mr Smith (teacher) and Mr Smith (Site Manager) 

completed a 29 mile off road run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Barnwell Community Gardening Day 

 

Saturday 27th April 2019 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Barnwell School are excited to announce we have been successful in our application for a 

small grant from Stevenage Community Trust to develop an old allotment area into a          

functioning and working allotment space for our students. 

Following a fantastic response from the community, we are delighted to inform you that on 

Saturday 27
th
 April we will be holding a Community Gardening Day at  

 

Barnwell Upper Campus 

10am-3pm 

You do not need to sign up, however we are keen to receive feedback from as many parents/

carers as possible. If you have either the skills, experience, equipment, knowledge and or time 

to support this project, we would love to hear from you via the google doc below: 

Community Gardening Day Sign Up 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj_cexBiASKVK4qdtnIZUAJU7wuUE9mPzYoEAnaZDhX42aAw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

Free Breakfast! 

 

Monday to Friday from 8am - 8.25am 
                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                        

Breakfast Club has once again had a busy week. 

 
We are keen to see more students attending this Free Breakfast in  

Year’s 10 and 11 on Upper Campus. 
 

This Breakfast provision is a great opportunity to also complete homework, revise, 

check emails, socialise, read etc.  

Leading up to the exam period this will be especially beneficial. More details will 

follow after the Easter Break. 

 
We look forward to seeing students there next week at Breakfast Club. 

 

What food is available? 

Bagels, Cheerios, Shreddies, Cornflakes, Rice Crispies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Careers Open Evening at Lister Hospital 
 

 

The East and North Hertfordshire NHS Trust based at the 
Lister Hospital, Stevenage, is delighted to offer an NHS   

careers open evening on  
 

Tuesday 16 April 2019 from 5pm to 7pm  

 

This is open to local school pupils from the age of 14, parents and 
teachers. They will be showcasing NHS careers including      

medicine, nursing and midwifery through a mix of lectures and 
personal conversations with a range of professionals including 

student doctors, consultants, nurses and many other  

NHS careers.  
  

  

Please contact David Brewer at david.brewer@nhs.net to 
confirm your place – we expect to get to capacity very 

quickly so be quick! 
 

 

 

 

mailto:david.brewer@nhs.net


 

Take the Time to Thank a Member of Staff 
 

 

As a new initiative, we would like to offer parents the opportunity to recognise the hard work 
individual members of staff put in on a daily basis to ensure your children thrive academically 
and pastorally.  
 
The Barnwell Staff Thank You scheme will run throughout the year and will be available to   
access via newsletters and our new school website. 
 
Staff that are nominated will be personally recognised in school. 
 
Please click the picture below to be directed to a simple on-line form to register your         
nomination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemHzezZVUPBVi8uVwZYjKXm24zgHn-Y2MackMlm3n2HbRuNw/viewform


Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service Open Day 
 

Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Site are hosting an open day at Longfield Training 
Centre on Sat 13th April 11am – 4pm. There will be a host of activities taking 

place, with Fire demos, Air Ambulance, ‘Req’s their fire dog in attendance, bouncy 
castle, meet the super heroes, teddy bear parachute jumps, BBQ, Ice Cream van 

and much much more. 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

With the Summer exam season fast approaching, it’s important that students and 
parents read the Examinations Student Handbook.  

 
This can be found by clicking the link below: 

 
https://www.barnwellschool.co.uk/students/examinations/ 

Summer 2019 Exams  
Contingency Day 

 
Summer exam timetables have now been sent out, but please be aware that           

candidates must remain available until Wednesday 26 June 2019 should an awarding 
body need to invoke a contingency plan.  

Please help prepare students by ensuring that they are aware of 
the following rules: 

 
• Any pencil cases brought into exams MUST be see through 
 
• All written work MUST be in BLACK biro only 
 
• Mobile phones MUST be switched off and handed in at the start of 

the exam and exchanged for a raffle ticket and can be collected after 
the exam has ended  

 
• No watches of any kind are allowed in the exams and must also be 

handed in and exchanged for a raffle ticket 
 
• Any water bottles brought into the exam must be clear plastic bottles 

and all labels must be removed before entering 



 
 

 
Exams Continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

Barnwell Social Media 

If you aren’t already, please make sure you follow 

our social media accounts below for the latest 

Barnwell news: 

Show My Homework
Parents should log in weekly to check:

• What homework has been set.

• Students have handed in on time.

• Did homework meet expectation?

• Get reminders / updates from teachers.

Parents can check their login details by emailing 
d.smith@barnwell.herts.sch.uk

Research shows that student progress is more rapid when
parents log in at least once a week!

Download the free app to your mobile / device!
Monthly prize draw for parents regularly logging-in.



 

Stand By Me Teen Bereavement Support Group 
 

If you feel your child would benefit from some bereavement counselling, referrals 
can now be made for the June group programme.  Referrals are accepted from 

parents or carers however if you would like support with this process, please    
contact your child's Head of College or Head of Year. 

 

 

 

 



Free School Meals 

Your child could get a free school meal if you receive any of 

the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (as long as you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you don't get more than 
£16,190 a year) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

• Universal Credit (with annual earned income of no more than £7,400 after tax and not including any   
benefits you get). 

 
Apply today if you receive any of these benefits. It takes 5 mins and in most cases we can tell you 
straightaway if your child can get free meals at school. 

 
Click here for information about how to apply 

 

 

 

 

 

Barnwell have invested in the award winning resource, GSCEPod, to help your 

child reach their goals!  

Join the thousands of parents encouraging their children to use GCSEPod to   

support learning, homework and revision. 

 

Click Here to Find Out More 

 

http://fluencycontent2-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/Barnwell/MainFolder/Newsletters/Friday-5-October-2018/FSM-Factsheet.pdf
http://fluencycontent2-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/Barnwell/MainFolder/Newsletters/Friday-9-Nov-18/Parent_Flyer1.pdf


 

 

An amazing Marathon Effort 

 

Two members of our school community 
have been training hard and will be     
taking on the challenge of the London 
Marathon on 28

th
 April. 

 

June Owen – Upper Campus Kitchen 
Queen has been training hard after     
deferring her 2018 entry due to injury. 
June is raising awareness and money for  
the British Lung Foundation. 

 Donations can be made by visiting her 
just giving page below: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
fundraiser-display/

showROFundraiserPage?
userUrl=JuneOwen&pageUrl=2  

 

 

 

Julia Bunting – Parent Partnership member will be running her 3
rd

      
London Marathon and is raising awareness and funds for Papyrus, the 
national charity dedicated to the prevention of young suicide 
www.papyrus-uk.org.  

 

To donate on Julia’s giving page please click below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/julia-bunting6  
 

 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=JuneOwen&pageUrl=2
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=JuneOwen&pageUrl=2
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=JuneOwen&pageUrl=2
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=JuneOwen&pageUrl=2
http://www.papyrus-uk.org
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/julia-bunting6


 
School Closure Notification System 

 

Hertfordshire County Council operate a Schools Closure Notification System for advising    

parents should schools have to close for any reason.  This system is operated by Everbridge 

and parents are able to register with Everbridge to receive emails and/or texts sent by 

schools.   

Once registered parents can sign up for any school in Hertfordshire, primary or secondary.  

To register please click on the link below: 

Click Here to Register 

This link will direct you to the sign up page where you should click on the ‘sign up’ button      

located at the top right hand side of the page on the grey strip and from there follow the        

instructions.  It should take no more than five minutes to register and you can edit your         

information at any time should you change your mobile number or email address.  

Parents/carers are urged to sign up for this service as we will be contacting Everbridge as 

soon as a decision is made to close the school for whatever reason, such as heavy snow. The 

system will only be used for School Closures or other serious issues and is a supplement to 

information currently provided via the Herts Direct website and local radio stations. Our     

website will also be updated regularly.   

 

 

 

 

 
Half Fare Bus Travel for  

11–18 Year Old’s 
 

To apply, click on the link below:      
 https://savercards.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ 

 

 

 
 

http://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489

