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“Nobody can go back and start 
a new beginning, 

but anyone can start today and 
make a new ending”
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Assistant 
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Quality of Education

Mrs Elliott
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Benefits of being on Upper
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• Have had the chance to be around the older 
students on the campus

• More exam focused environment

• Seen the older students experience mock exams

• Meet more of the staff that will teach 
GCSE/BTEC subjects
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Options Launch Event
Tuesday 13 January

Subject presentations about 14-16 courses available online from tomorrow 
morning.

Options Focus Week
Monday 2 February to Friday 6 February

Discuss potential options in your lessons with your teachers

Year 9 Parents’ Evenings
Monday 26th February

An opportunity to discuss your progress and option choices with class 
teachers. Book appointments through Edulink.

1:1 Options Conversations

January/Early February

Students will have the opportunity to request a discussion about their options 
with a member of our senior team. These options conversations will be held 
throughout February. 

Form Hand-In Deadline
Monday 11 February
All Year 9 Students will need to have completed and submitted the form 
by 11th February.



Core Subjects
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•Maths

•English

•Science

•RE

•Core PE

•PSHE



Reasons you should chose your options
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•You enjoy it

•You’re interested in the 
subject

•You’re good at it

• It will help with your 
future career
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What should not determine 
your choice

•Friends

•Parents*

•Favourite teacher

•Fun factor

•“Easy” option
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Please note...

• Some subjects will only be available for students to choose 
if they have already been studying them in Year 9.

• These subjects are clearly marked on the options forms 
with **.

• If your child chooses SPORT, the PE Dept will assign them 
to either the BTEC or GCSE course depending on which one 
they are more likely to achieve greatest success on, 
depending on their individual strengths.
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Progression Routes

University / Further Education

Modern Apprenticeships

College courses at Levels 2 & 3

Sixth-Form Courses at Level 2 – BTEC Firsts, GCSEs

Sixth-Form Courses at Level 3 – A Levels, BTEC/CTEC Nationals

Yellow Orange Red Purple



Guided Option Pathways
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These pathways are comprised of subjects designed for students to 
study at a level and intensity best suited to their ability.  

To decide the pathway a student will follow, we have considered their:
• Key Stage 2 prior attainment
• Current reading age
• Progress over time at Barnwell  
• GCSE Target grades

Students will select two or three option subjects (depending on their 
pathway) from the range provided on their options form.
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Are options ‘first come, first 

served’?

• No. We wait until after the options deadline 
before we start organising the Year 10 
timetable and classes. 

• We strongly recommend you take the time 
to research all your options before 
submitting your final form.

• Do not hand your form in tonight.
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Do I need to choose 

reserve options?

•Yes. We cannot guarantee you will receive 
your first-choice options and so you do need to 
choose 'back-up' options. 

•We may need to use your reserve options if a 
course is undersubscribed and cancelled, if a 
course is oversubscribed or if the combination 
of subjects you have chosen cannot be 
coordinated on your Year 10 timetable. 
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Do I need to rank order my 
choices?

•Yes. The software we use to organise 
the option subjects for Year 10 
prioritises your favourite subjects.

 

•We need you to rank your choices so 
we know which subjects you are most 
passionate about.
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Can I change my options 
if I don't like them?

•The deadline for changing options at the start of 
Year 10 is mid-September.

•Even then, we cannot guarantee that any 
changes will be possible. 

• It is very important to research your options 
thoroughly before you submit your choices on 
11th February, as you will be studying your Key 
Stage 4 options for two years. 
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Will I be able to drop a 
subject during Year 10 or 11?

•No

•You will need to study the core curriculum and 
the option subjects you choose until the end 
of Year 11.

•There is a misconception that you can drop 
subjects.
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When will I find out which 
options I have received?

•The options you have been 
allocated will be shared with you in 
June.

•If you have received a ‘reserve’ 
option, Mr Patching will speak to 
you beforehand.
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•Mr Patching picks them for 
you!

What happens if I don’t 
choose any options?
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What now…?

• Check your pack for your options form.

• Remember it is not first come, first served. You need to take your time 

choosing your options.

• Speak to the subject teachers this evening. There is a notes page in your 

pack.

• Attend your parents’ evening appointments on Monday 26th January

• Request and attend your options conversation if required.

• Complete the options form by Wednesday 11th February and hand it in to 

reception.

• If you have any questions about the process after this evening, please 

contact Mr Patching in the first instance.
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