SUMMER READING
Parents often ask for a reading list for their children which experience tells me, is rarely useful. Every child is different! Children read at different rates, have varying levels of competence but also have very varied interests. The vast range of wonderful literature available makes a definitive list very limiting.

What is vital is to encourage and sustain the READING HABIT in children.

How can you help and achieve this?

· Make a trip to the library or a book shop a regular treat.

· Give your child time to browse.

· Encourage them to look at a wide range of books, not just their favourite author.

· When you spot a book you fancy, draw your child’s attention to it and explain why it appeals to you.

· Allow your child to select more than one book and encourage variety.

· Ask them to read a page to you, if they stumble over more than 2-5 new words it is probably too difficult.

· Unenthusiastic readers need to find books that interest them and books that they can read fluently, encourage them in this.

· Comic, magazine and newspaper reading should also be seen as worthwhile and not a waste of time.

· Activity books can also require subsyantial reading.

· Ask your child to tell you abnout their book – discuss the characters, plot and atmosphere. Let them predict what will happen next.

· Create time for reading. If the television or a computer game is always available as an alternative, most children will choose them over a book any day.

· If your child is willing request that they read to you. Offer to read to them! Sharing a book is a motivating experience for most young readers.
Happy Holidays!
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