Business and Enterprise report from Sept 2006 to July 2007

September 2006

Mayors Business Challenge

Barnwell School were invited to work with Steve Hollingsworth of The Management Practice Ltd to run the Mayors Business Challenge as part of the 60 th Birthday celebrations of the New Town. The first meetings were held in September. 

EnterpriseHub

The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust (SSAT) via The Schools’ Enterprise Education Network (S’EEN) appointed 51 secondary schools to be the Enterprise leaders for the country; Barnwell School is very proud to be the designated school for Hertfordshire. 

Natwest

As in previous years Natwest were invited in to school for all the new Year 7 students to open a bank account. 

October 2006

Enterprise Leadership Workshop

Barnwell School held the first of our Leadership workshops as an Enterprise Hub school. This was well attended. 

Inter Counties Business and Enterprise Network (ICBEN) 

Our connection continued with this network, some very interesting and useful material has been shared between the member schools. 

University of Hertfordshire Mentoring

15 year 8 boys have been chosen by their Head of year and subject teachers to take part in the University of Hertfordshire Mentoring scheme with a very strong raising boy’s achievement theme, this is to run until April with the boys being seen by their mentors once a week. 

Mayors Business Challenge

A team of 5 Business students from the 6th form attended the first heat of the Mayors Business challenge at Fairlands Valley. They came second with North Herts College being the winners.

Vox Pox

A mixed group of students took part in the Stevenage Borough Council VoxPox programme. This was set up to hear the views of the residents in Stevenage. The interviews were videoed and can be seen via the Stevenage Borough Council web site. 

November 2006

Mayors Business Challenge

A team of 5 Business students from the lower 6th form attended the second heat of the Mayors Business challenge at Fairlands Valley. They came second with Barclays School being the winners.

Natwest

Natwest were invited in to the East campus to give all the students the chance to open a bank account. This opportunity was taken up by a large number of students. 

Enterprise Week 13th – 17th

During this week we had a number of events around the school. These included a competition for the whole school to design a logo for a new internet based talent show. 

Our 6th form was represented in the Stevenage Planning Challenge at the Chamber of Commerce. 

Barnwell School were the winners when we hosted the Natwest Tender Challenge. This included a team of year 9 students from each of the secondary schools in Stevenage.

Business Mentoring

6 of our year 11 students took part in a Business Mentoring programme set up with Stevenage Borough Council, this run until the students went on study leave in June 07. This was a very successful scheme and we are looking to repeat it again in 2008 with more students. 

December 06

Inspirational Maths talk

A parent of a student on the East Campus came in to talk to our top set Maths from both campuses about what you can do with Maths once you leave school. It was an interesting talk with the students realising how much Maths is used in construction and Business. 

Twenty:50

MBDA Stevenage ran a competition to design of how a school would look in the year 2050. This was for year 8 students, the Barnwell School team worked really hard and came up with a very impressive model of the way they envisaged a school looking in the future. The competition was judged by a panel of independents and Barnwell School were the winners. Part of the prize was to have the model on display in the Mayors Parlour in the council offices and for the students to visit BedZED (The Beddington Zero Energy Development) this is the UK’s largest carbon-neutral eco community, the first of its kind in this country. You can find more information about BedZED at http://www.peabody.org.uk/pages/GetPage.aspx?id=179
Chamber of Commerce Business Breakfast

On the first Wednesday of every month the Hertfordshire Chamber of Commerce hold a networking Business Breakfast, each month we take two 6th form students along to meet with and network with local Business people. 

Enterprise Hub Newsletter

Part of the role of the school being the Enterprise Hub is to produce a newsletter to go to all secondary schools in Hertfordshire. December saw the first of our newsletters being produced and these will be sent out once a term. 

January 07

Blue Peter Shoebiz appeal

The school started collection boxes for the Blue Peter shoebiz appeal. The collection stared slowly during January but has been on going and finished in June. We collected …………..pairs of school to be sent out to Malawi

Natwest

Natwest bank were invited into school with their face to face finance programme and did a presentation to the 6th form students about how to handle their finances as they move on from 6th form and into the world of work or university. 

February

Business and Enterprise Valentines Trade Fair

60 of our year 10 Business and Enterprise students held a Valentines trade fair. They were given a start up fund and then had to research their customers and make or purchase items to sell to the Year 7 students. This was a fantastic afternoon with lots of really good presents and cards available. The day raised a total amount of £180.00. 

Annual Town Pancake race

For the second year running Barnwell School entered two teams of year 7 students in the Towns pancake race, unfortunately this year they were beaten by Marriotts school. 

Uniqueness presentation

Local business man Rob Stewart and two colleagues came into school to speak to the year 10 students on the East Campus about the career paths available to them. This was a very lively morning with all the students getting involved in completing an analysis questionnaire, and hearing the 3 very different career paths taken by the speakers. 

The importance of a second language talk

Once again this year, we invited speakers into school to address our year 9 students about the importance of having a second language. We invited a sales manager from easyJet airline, a recruitment agency and two translators, they explained how being able to speak a second language helps them in their day to day work. 

March

Mayors Business Challenge

The finals and presentation to the winners took place, Barnwell School were invited along and our students received certificates from the Mayor of Stevenage. 

April

Burnholme Business and Enterprise College exchange

15 year 10 students are taking part in an exchange with a Business and Enterprise school in York. The reason for this exchange is for the students from both schools to experience different cultures, different learning styles and encourage their networking and communication skills. In doing this we hope to better equip them for when they move on to higher education. 

Connexions information day

Year 11 students visited North Herts College for the information on what to do when they finish school event. This included displays from lots of local colleges and employers including the Army, Police and Air force. All the students that attended came out with bags full of information. 

University of Hertfordshire visit

All the boys taking part in the University of Hertfordshire mentoring scheme were invited to attend a morning of activities at the University. 

May

Partnering with a school in Kadoma, Zimbabwe

The school was approached by the Stevenage – Kadoma link group to see if we would be interested in partnering with a school in Zimbabwe. We have made initial contact with the school and will keep you informed of the progress. 

‘What’s my line?’ 

As part of Public sector jobs week, year 8 students were invited to attend a ‘What’s my line?’ event at Stevenage Borough Council. They got to meet employees and ask question about the council and the jobs that were available. 

June

Hertfordshire Enterprise Education Network

As part of our commitment to the Hertfordshire Enterprise Education Network we have helped to facilitate 3 enterprise workshops during the month of June. 

Burnholme Business and Enterprise College link

The return section of the link with Burnholme Business and Enterprise College exchange took place. We left very early in the morning and travelled to a very wet and flooded York. The day was very interesting with a visit to the school and then into York to see the York Minster and museum. 

July

Enterprise day – Murder Mystery at Barnwell School

A whole school enterprise experience where every student took part in a wonderful day of enterprise activites all linked to the Murder Mystery theme. 

The students arrived at school to find out that the Mr Westergreen-Thorne had been murdered by a member of the senior team. They were all taken in to the hall and given the information they needed to complete the tasks of the day. 

We were joined by the Police forensic team who helped out in the science department with mud samples and finger printing. The English department took on the role of newspaper reporters, ICT and Maths were Cryptographers for the day, Drama acted out the crime scenarios and Art made wanted posters. 

The day ended with all the students back in the hall to help identify the murderer and watch Mr Roberts being taken away by the local community police officers who had been in school helping out all day.

The students were then shown a video of Mr Westergreen-Thorne alive and well. 

Bedzed

The 8 students who won the MBDA Twenty:50 competition earlier in the year were invited to spend the day at Bedzed (The Beddington Zero Energy Development) this is the UK’s largest carbon-neutral eco community, the first of its kind in this country. You can find more information about BedZED at http://www.peabody.org.uk/pages/GetPage.aspx?id=179
They had a fantastic time learning about sustainable housing and recycling. 

DFES Enterprise conference

As part of our role as the Hub school for Enteprise education in Hertfordshire we were asked to host the 2007 DFES Enterprise Conference. 

This was a very successful day; it was well attended by head teachers and enterprise coordinators from many schools not only across Hertfordshire but Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire also.

MBDA – Formula student

A small group of year 8 students were invited by MBDA to attend the formula student event, this included a visit to Silverstone with them getting to look around the pits and take part in tyre changes and other pit duties. 

Ogden Trust National Business Competition

On Tuesday 17th July 3 of our post 16 Business students travelled to Walton High school in Milton Keynes to take part in the Ogden Trust national Business competition. 

When they arrived they were given the details of a catering company that was failing and given the day to put together a plan and presentation on how to turn this company around. 

After what was a very hard competition, Barnwell School were announced as the winners of this heat and went through to the next round of the competition to be held in London. 

Charity Day

As in previous years the last day of term saw the return of our charity day, this year we had more inflatable, competitions and events than in previous years including a rollercoaster simulator. 

Unfortunately the weather was not very charitable and we were forced to end the afternoon prematurely when the thunder and lightning started. 

However we still managed to make a profit and support this years chosen charities.

