

DECEMBER 2008
	Marie Hart – Stretching an iPod

	Year 11 are preparing for their mock exam. I set up a lesson called Revision Stations whereby students rotate through a series of different revision activities. One of the stations involved a group of students playing a podcast I’d recorded about the Aswan Dam. The Belkin headphone splitter allows up to 5 headsets to listen to one iPod. This marvellous little accessory was only £10.  It enabled a group of students to make good use of only one iPod. They listened to the recording twice and made notes. I suspect that this same headphone splitter could be used with other, cheaper MP3 players. This activity also enabled students to see how they could use audio recordings to revise whether they played them on an mp3 player, phone or computer.
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	Mark Kingston – Sixth Form Essays & E-Mail Responses
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	With my year 12 Philosophers I am noticing a marked reluctance to indulge in any serious essay writing. Getting them to e-mail me essays, which I will mark and e-mail back to them, is a strategy that I hope I can use to build their confidence in essay writing, which we can then use to get them writing essays in exam settings.

 With previous A and AS level groups I have found essay writing to be a challenge and some of it is because students don’t want red pen all over it and the feeling of humiliation. Marking via e-mail for a smaller group gives me the opportunity to make the marking easier on the eye with all the options that Word offers, and also allows me to edit work that students have written, give clear examples and generally make feedback a more positive experience.



	Paul Wadeson – Have You Scene Margarita?

	You may be aware that Marie made a digital story about a lady called Margarita and whether she should move from North East Brazil to South East Brazil. My 9R1 class did some work on this topic and I decided that they could plan a set of scenes to play out the story. They were going to model each scene using Playdough and then we would take a photo of each scene, in order to put them in order on a Power Point. So we had one lesson in their groups of 2-3 where they planned a minimum of 6 scenes that would best represent this story. During the actual lesson each group was provided with 4 different coloured pots of Playdough, with which they were to make their scenes. I modelled two scenes for them to give an example of what I was expecting. The lesson went well and the class even discussed ME’s Playdough rolling pin and shape cutters, which added to their scene creation. I feel the lesson worked well and it helped to really reinforce their knowledge of the topic as they had to make a verbal and visual representation of the story and think how it had to be adapted to modelling the scenes.
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	Iain Murdoch – Where Have We Been and Where Are We Going?
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	I’ve been experimenting with using the interactive whiteboard more in lessons and took some confidence from a recent session I attended at ICTea. At the start of a unit on Tolerance with my 6th form I did a flow chart on an interactive whiteboard flip chart that placed the key topics in the unit in individual boxes along the flow chart, which we added to as the unit unfolded. The intention was to come back to the saved flipcharts at the end of the course to turn each step in the flow into a mini mindmap. Having attended the ICTea, I changed tack slightly and took the key topics and placed them on a ‘road’ drawn over 3 charts, with white lines and a black background; it was still essentially a flow chart but represented in a more interesting way, symbolising the idea of a journey. I showed the students the original slides and they liked what I had done with them. The students then came up in turn and began adding to the flow chart/mindmap. This is due to be finished next lesson. Being able to save board work to add to later is great, as is the ease with which you can make board work more visually interesting. I still need to work on the ‘neatness’ of my work and should have utilised the ‘shapes’ function to help with this, but I am sure this will come with further practice.



	Brian Salisbury – All That Glitters Is Not Gold

	Since teaching Year 10 GCSE from September one problem that has emerged is students often are trapped in low/middle level answers when they answer past exam questions. For the last two lessons I have produced a writing frame template using Power Point which the students have to complete using the textbooks for their research and answers. They worked in pairs and at the end we collectively produced a master answer. The first lesson focussed on the hazards of travelling West. As well as completing the task – each pair were given a specific Power Point slide to manage. They used their answer to produce the master and had to justify their evidence to the class who could challenge them on it.

The second lesson was based around the discovery of gold. Students had to follow the template and show that not everyone benefitted from the gold rush. This would show them both sides of the evidence which is needed to produce the best answers. They were under the time limit of 40 minutes to produce their answers. Once back in our usual classroom – we used the projector to go to their presentations and produce one master answer. As follow up I will set an Ext L related to this exercise using a past question from the exam. Hopefully their answers will improve.
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	Kevin McCooey – Catch and Click


	For this month’s IHIH I decided to build upon the skills we had been developing in ICTea. After attending a session with S Miles on developing games that students could interact with via the interactive board I started to think how I could adapt the game ‘frogger’ into a teaching resource for the students. We had recently started a new unit of work on Capital Punishment and I was finding that the students were struggling learning the new key words. To improve this I took the basic template from ICtea and changed it into a game where the definition for the words appeared at the top of the screen, while the words scrolled across the rest of the slide at various speeds, unlike ‘frogger’, rather than trying to get across the road to their goal, the pupil’s task was to ‘catch’ and click the right word, which either earned them a credit or passed the turn to someone else. On the whole the task was well received by the students as it enabled them to get up and interact with the board; there was also an element of fun and competition within the class which made the lesson more enjoyable. There were a few minor issues with this game. The first being the time it requires to prepare and I also found that there weren’t enough keywords for everyone to have a go. However I will use this again with all sets and all years as it is a simple but effective way of introducing keywords. 
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	Mark Evans – Barnwell Podcast Crew

	This project is in its infancy but I’m really excited by its potential. My first challenge was to convince the small group of Year 11 boys who started this at the end of last year that podcasting is not the same as DJing (as Elvis never said, a little less music, a little more conversation). The aim is to have a termly podcast available on the school website with content relevant to our pupils; kind of like Bytes for the ears. We have had weekly planning meetings, and have defined everyone’s role; we produced a flyer to raise awareness of the club which is on the website. Our first attempt emphasised the need for a script when you’re doing a podcast, so I wrote one and the presenters then tweaked it, putting their own twist to it. You can listen to it by going in to the Staff folder/_itunes/podcast flyer. Having the pupils show me some of the extras has added to my understanding and I can see some good ideas for this application in Geography lessons and exam revision.
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	Colin Bloomfield – Out! Out! Out!
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	My year 10 GCSE History group are looking at the Mormons, one of the groups of white settlers in the American West.  At the moment they are considering the experience of the Mormons in the East before the decision was made to migrate west to the Great Salt Lake, particularly the reasons for persecution of the Mormons by non-Mormons.  Prior to the lesson pictured we went to an ICT room.  The students were asked to imagine that they were residents of Nauvoo, the last town in the East in which the Mormons settled.  A town meeting is to be held at which residents are to air their grievances against the Mormons and decide whether they should be permitted to remain in the town.  The students were told that they had the lesson to prepare a PowerPoint presentation to accompany their speech at the meeting.  They could take a position against the Mormons or in support of them.  The following day several members of the class were selected randomly to present their speeches.  At the end of the 'town meeting' a debate was held between those both for and against the Mormons.  Two members of the class supported the Mormons.  Alysia and Rebecca (pictured) argued against them.  One of the slides they used in support of their position can be seen on the screen.  They all spoke with passion, perhaps replicating the atmosphere in Nauvoo, Illinois in 1844.




