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	Marie Hart – Turn It Down!

	This Year 10 lesson aimed to help students understand how Fairtrade can stimulate economic and social development in small-scale communities. At the beginning of the lesson I played a short film clip about Fairtrade which I’d downloaded from Youtube and converted into a playable format for school using Zamzar. I set up 8 note-taking stations around the room and student groups visited each station for only 3 minutes and took notes on the themes I’d identified on the board e.g. investment premium ,certification. Whilst they were doing this I played the clip, which happened to be 3 minutes long but without any sound. Students were then asked to write a script to accompany the film which would include the key terms and themes they’d been asked to make notes on. The plenary involved students standing in front of the film reading their script. It was tricky incorporating their ideas and sequencing them accurately to run with the film but this class is very able and they need to be challenged. 
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	Mark Kingston – Using Video Clips as Starters
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	Taking advantage of Kevin McCooey’s talent for loading video clips onto the Network, I used a clip of ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ as a starter for Year 9 as they began to study relative and absolute poverty. The clip is about three minutes long and has the enormous added advantage of having subtitles, which meant that many of the lyrics, which were very pertinent to the idea of relative poverty, were more memorable. I was surprised and pleased at how a 1960’s song engaged the students, and how well they picked up upon the issues that the song raised.  The clip being on the system meant that the whole experience was swift and lesson pace was maintained, in stark contrast to a similar starter that I tried with a video player which was much more hesitant and far less engrossing. There was even the further benefit that when the students went away to write their own version of the song for their extended learning, they could look up the original on YouTube to remind them of the metre and the content!

	Paul Wadeson – Stop Disasters

	9W3 created presentations on Hurricane Katrina and I decided to let them play the Stop Disasters Game as a Plenary. The game simulates a Hurricane (also Tsunami, Bushfire, Flood and Earthquake), the task is to save as many people as possible and the information given throughout the game helps to explain what can be done to reduce the Hurricane Hazard. The disaster then starts and people will die – how many depends on how well you have played the game. The class worked well with the game and seemed to gain a good understanding of what measures help to prevent the loss of life.
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	Iain Murdoch – An Arresting Background
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	In my bid to improve my use of ICT in the classroom I started with a very basic activity that utilised the interactive whiteboard in my room, which had been neglected at times over the course of the last year or so. We are looking at the topic of Wealth and Poverty with year nine students and to open up some of the issues I played a video clip of women and children in India scavenging on rubbish tips for food or things to use or sell. After reflecting on what they had seen students were invited to come up to the board and record their thoughts over the background of a picture of a girl on a rubbish site. The picture provided an arresting backdrop for the brainstorm and the students really enjoyed coming up to the board to write their ideas. One of them commented that they never usually got to come up to the interactive white board in lessons and I was pleased to have involved them in this way. I have also saved the annotated picture to use at the start of the next lesson, which is something that I wouldn’t have been able to do if I had conducted the lesson in the usually way on the non-interactive white board. This activity was a simple but effective way of engaging students visually and kinaesthetically.




	Brian Salisbury – Research Topic – American Plains Indians

	This work was undertaken by my GCSE Year 10 History group at the beginning of the course. Rather than just rely on research from the text books I took them into a computer room for one lesson per week for the last 3 weeks. I provided the pupils with an initial guidance sheet and several websites they could use. Pupil’s task was to carry out the research in class and at home. My initial guidance covered basic aspects of the Indian lifestyle, key Indian personalities and Indian battles. Each week I added a different theme they could add do their research – this often came out of their questions of things they wanted answers to. There were lots of open ended questions and several pupils carried out extra research at home on themes they were interested in. Pupils were given the choice of how to present their final report – most chose Word or PowerPoint.

This assignment was also a good way of carrying out an audit of the pupils’ ICT skills and the guidance sheet is very easy to adapt for future topics. It provoked some interesting discussions on the Indians lifestyle such as scalping, polygamy and the Massacre of Indians at Wounded K
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	Peter Tyson – Register for Success
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	Y13 are preparing for a substantial course work essay in their History A2. This involves a considerable degree of individual private reading and research. To assist them with this, they are registered with http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/  which is a web based research tool.  The students register with Intute, they then have access to the site’s online library of documents and materials, journals and links to other academic sites, which they can freely access.

This is of great value to them, as their A2 course work essay requires them to have an understanding of historiography as well as history, and to have a significant bibliography from which to draw their sources from.



	Mark Evans – From Humble beginnings…


	This is a simple activity that can be used to introduce a topic using a projected image and some background music that works as bellwork or a starter.

Pupils came in to the lesson with a projected image of the flag of Kenya on the whiteboard and some African music playing.

Their first task is to work out what each of the three colours on the flag represents. By using the freeze command on the remote control the image stays where it is(but the music keeps playing) and then you can take the register and cue up other resources you need as the pupils settle down.
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	Colin Bloomfield – Blind Date
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	In this activity year 7 pupils consider the struggle for England’s throne after the death of Edward the Confessor in 1066.  The motivations and suitability of the three main claimants for the throne are considered in an episode of ‘Blind Date’.  There is a script for six of the pupils to use and following the ‘play’ an activity requires all pupils to explain in writing who they think should be given the throne and why.  A potential difficulty is that there is a lot of information to remember.  To help overcome this, the performance is supported with a PowerPoint presentation, which includes the words of the script being displayed on the screen as they are spoken.  The result is that most pupils have little difficulty giving reasons in writing for their support of one candidate over another.


	Kevin McCooey – Missed It

	In order to get students engaged and thinking again after the summer break. I decided to capture their attention with something thought provoking and relevant by using the BBC2 documentary ‘God on Trial’ broadcast on the 03/09/08. To do this I used the BBC’s ‘IPlayer’ facility, getting students to log on to the computers in the new 6th form area, using earphones to get the sound. In doing so each of the students were focused on the documentary allowing for personal reflection free of distraction. The pupils said they enjoyed being able to access the material in this way and said they gained a lot from watching it individually, rather than as a whole class.

There are some potential problems with using BBC Iplayer in such a way, for example:

· Limited time span to watch and access the shows as BBC delete the program after 7 day or 30 days if its been downloaded (school computers don’t allow you to download)

· The computers can have a number of problems, from slow networks to lack of sound.

· Booking enough computers for the pupils to access the online clips.

However with a smaller 6th form class, I do believe that the use of ICT and Iplayer can benefit the pupils, both in terms of engaging them and developing their learning.

There are several other ‘tweaks’ that could be made using this same idea, video clips could be downloaded from many places such as YouTube/ Google videos etc while at home (school blocks out such sites) and placing them in a shared file so all pupils can access the files.
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